
 

 
 

 Wisconsin Genetics Exchange 
 Friday, September 22, 2017 

Registration Deadline: September 8, 2017 
  

Agenda with Participant Learning Objectives: 
 

8:45 Registration  
 

9:15 Welcome and Opening Remarks - David Wargowski 
 

9:30 Wisconsin Genetics Update - Sara Zoran 
0.05 CEU Wisconsin Newborn Screening Program: What’s New? - Mei Baker 

● Describe current activities within the Wisconsin public health genetics program, including the Wisconsin Genetics 
Systems Integration Hub (GSI Hub) and Wisconsin Genetics Advisory Committee (GAC) 

● Summarize current activities related to the Wisconsin Newborn Screening Program 
 

10:00  Bench to Bedside and Back Again: Lessons learned from developing the infrastructure to support a large-scale   
0.05 CEU  genomic return of results project - Marc Williams 
   ● Identify the role of quality and implementation science in moving research into the clinic 

            ● Describe the key elements of the Learning Healthcare System 
             ● Discuss the role of the Virtuous Cycle to support implementation of genomic medicine in the clinic 

   
10:30 Physician Perspectives on Returning Unsolicited Genomic Results to Patients and Health Care Providers - Janet Williams 
0.1 CEU  ● Discuss health care provider responses to receiving genomic results that they did not order 

         ● Formulate strategies to support health care providers in implementing genomic medicine in practice 
 

11:30 Lunch (provided) 
 

12:00 GenomeFIRST: A New Paradigm for Return of Genomic Results - Marc Williams  
0.1 CEU  (Terrence R Dolan lecture, Wiley Seminar Series) 
   ● Define what constitutes action ability of a gene and pathogenicity of a variant 

● Discuss the potential utilities (positive and negative) of a Genome first approach  
● Understand the importance of familial cascade screening as an integral component of genomic medicine 
 

1:00 Break 
 
1:15 Genetics: An X-change of Past, Present and Future - Walton O. Schalick, III 
0.1 CEU ● Describe at least one ethical challenge within human genetic healthcare and how it has been addressed previously 

● Describe the historical links between issues of genetics and disability studies  
● Discuss multiple challenges affecting human genetic healthcare workforce planning 

 

2:15  Panel Discussion:  How proposed policy changes affect Genetics practice (e.g. HR1313, Medicaid/Medicare changes)  
0.1 CEU  Moderator: Liz Petty.  Panelists:  (WO Schalick, M Williams and J Williams) 

● Identify current legislative proposals related to genetics service provision  
● Describe implications to patients, families and genetic providers of such legislation  

 

3:15 Closing Remarks and Adjourn  
 

 
 
 

 



 

 
 
Genetics Exchange 2017—Keynote Presentations 
 
Mei Baker - MD, FACMG. Mei Baker is a professor in the Department of Pediatrics, and Co-Director of the Newborn 
Screening Laboratory at the University of Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public Health. Dr. Baker practiced medicine 
before being trained in both biochemical and molecular genetics, obtaining clinical biochemical genetics certification 
from the American Board of Medical Genetics and Genomics in 2009.  She has almost 15 years of experience in newborn 
screening laboratory medicine.  Dr. Baker has specific interest in, and a successful track record of, applying emerging 
technologies to implement new screening tests for disorders and to improve ongoing screening tests.  She is one of the 
lead scientists who made Wisconsin the first state in the nation to implement universal NBS for severe combined 
immunodeficiency (SCID) in 2008.  She is a principal investigator for an ongoing NIH/NICHD funded project for 
“Establishing a Newborn Screening Process for Early Identification and Treatment of Infants with Pompe Disease”.   She 
has developed and validated a method of simultaneously detecting large numbers of CF-causing variants on DNA samples 
isolated from dried blood NBS specimens using next generation sequencing technology. This method has been 
successfully implemented for cystic fibrosis screening in the Wisconsin Newborn Screening Program. Dr. Baker has 
recently received APHL/NewSTEPs funding to establish one of three Peer Reference Network Centers in the country to 
provide next generation sequencing support for public newborn screening laboratories. Dr. Baker is currently a member 
of the Advisory Committee on Heritable Disorders in Newborns and Children, and Chaired for the NewSTEPs Steering 
Committee. 

 
Elizabeth M .  Petty, MD, Senior Associate Dean for Academic Affairs. Elizabeth Petty is a Professor of Pediatrics at 
the University of Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public Health (UW-SMPH). Prior to joining the faculty at UW-
SMPH in August, 2011, Dr. Petty was a professor of internal medicine and human genetics at the University of 
Michigan. She received her B.A. at Clarke University in Iowa where she majored in art history and human biology, went 
to medical school and completed pediatric residency training at the University of Wisconsin, and did postdoctoral 
fellowship training in genetics at Yale University. She is board certified in clinical genetics and molecular diagnostics 
by the American College of Medical Genetics. At Michigan, Dr. Petty served as the associate dean of student 
programs, associate dean for medical student education, medical director of the genetic counseling graduate training 
program, director of the adult medical genetics clinic, and service chief for the division of molecular medicine 
and genetics. Her laboratory characterized novel genes and elucidated molecular mechanisms important in cell cycle 
regulation, cytokinesis, and cancer progression. She continues to serve as an ad hoc peer reviewer for the NIH and 
DOD and participates in research relevant to education, clinical care, and sociopolitical issues. At UW-Madison, Dr. 
Petty currently guides the academic operations of health professional educational programs, including those for MD, 
PA, PT, GC, MPH, MD/MPH, and MD/PhD students, as well as provides oversight for the academic missions of GME, 
CME, global health, faculty development, and diversity programs. At UW-SMPH she has enjoyed teaching many health 
professional students, including medical students in the Patient, Doctor, and Society Course, and serves as the medical 
director of the Masters in Genetic Counselor Training Program. She is currently helping to develop innovative integrated 
interprofessional educational programs that better integrate aspects of biomedical sciences, social sciences, clinical 
training, and public health within the curriculum for health care professionals. She has embraced institutional leadership 
roles in accreditation, curriculum transformation, statewide campus educational partnerships, and basic science 
strategic planning initiatives. In 2013-2014 she was chosen to serve as an AAMC Council of Deans Fellow. Most recently, 
she has served as the co-chair for developing and launching a new UW human genomics and precision medicine 
initiative. Dr. Petty eagerly embraces opportunities to help shape the future of academic medicine and human 
genetics/genomics to better serve societal health care needs and improve the health of patients, families, and 
populations. 

 
Walton O. Schalick, III, MD, PhD, Department of Orthopedics & Rehabilitation, Waisman Center and Disability Studies, 
University of Wisconsin-Madison.  Walt Schalick is a practicing pediatric rehabilitation physician, historian, ethicist, and 
policy analyst. His undergraduate degrees are in Physics and Medieval English Literature; his MD and PhD (History of 
Science, Medicine and Technology) are from The Johns Hopkins University; he completed dual residencies, fellowships 
and a Chief Residency in Pediatrics and in PM&R at Harvard.  He has taught at Washington University in St. Louis, Harvard 
and Johns Hopkins prior to being on faculty in a variety of departments at UW, including Orthopedics & Rehabilitation, 
Pediatrics, and the Waisman Center.  Dr. Schalick was the inaugural Director of Disability Studies at UW, and the founding 
Associate Director for the Study of Ethics & Human Values at Washington University.  He has more than 100 publications 
on pediatrics, ethics, policy, disabilities and medieval studies; with funding through the NIH, NEH, DAAD and Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation; edits two books series and has won numerous awards for research, clinical care and 
teaching.”  

 



 

 
 
Janet L Williams, MS, LGC, Director, Research Genetic Counselors, Genomic Medicine Institute, Geisinger Health 
System.  Janet Williams obtained a Master’s Degree in Medical Genetics at the University of Wisconsin-Madison.  Ms. 
Williams has held a variety of genetic counseling positions in multiple locations across the country including Wisconsin, 
Utah, California and Pennsylvania.  For the past 25 years, she has worked in integrated healthcare systems such as 
Gundersen Health System in La Crosse, WI, Intermountain Healthcare in Salt Lake City, UT and now Geisinger Health 
System in Danville, PA.  Ms. Williams has become involved in projects to define outcomes related to genetics service 
delivery.  She attended the Advanced Training Program offered through the Institute for Health Care Delivery Research at 
Intermountain Healthcare.   Ms. Williams is now the Director of Research Genetic Counselors and the senior genetic 
counselor involved in the clinical implementation of the internally funded research study Whole Genome Sequencing in 
Undiagnosed Children. Ms. Williams completed involvement in a project funded through the Patient Centered Outcomes 
Research Institute (PCORI) to develop genome sequencing reports for patients and providers.  Through parent and 
provider engagement genomic sequencing reports were developed which are readily understood by patients and 
providers and enhance communication and shared decision making.   As a part of a Supplement funding to the eMERGE 
Phase III grant, Janet is participating in a study to assess the impact on healthcare providers of receiving unsolicited 
genome results for their patients. In addition to the research position, Ms. Williams is employed part-time by Geisinger 
Health Plan to review requests for coverage for genetic testing and to support development of medical policy to 
determine appropriate coverage of genetic testing, genetic counseling and genetic service delivery within Geisinger 
Health System.  

 
Marc S Williams, MD, FAAP, FACMG, FACMI Professor and Director Genomic Medicine Institute Geisinger Health System. 
Marc Williams, is a clinical geneticist and informaticist. As of January 2012, he has been the director of the Genomic 
Medicine Institute of the Geisinger Health System in Danville, Pennsylvania.  He is the co-PI of the Geisinger Electronic 
Medical Records in Genomics (eMERGE) project and is the medical director of the whole genome sequencing clinical 
research project. Dr. Williams is site PI and leads the EHR integration workgroup of the NHGRI funded ClinGen project. He 
represents Geisinger Health System on the NHGRI Genomic Medicine working group. He has participated in the 
Personalized Medicine Workgroup of the Department of Health and Human Services’ American Health Information 
Community Task Force, chaired the CDC’s EGAPP Stakeholder’s Group and was a member of the Secretary’s Advisory 
Committee for Genetics, Health and Society. He is a member of the EGAPP working group.  He is a past member of the 
ACMG Board of Directors, and served as Vice-President for Clinical Genetics. Dr. Williams is past chair of the ACMG 
Committee on the Economics of Genetic Services and founded the ACMG Quality Improvement Special Interest Group. He 
is a member of the Scientific Advisory Board of the Clinical Pharmacogenetic Implementation Consortium (CPIC) and a 
member of the CPIC informatics committee and has participated in guideline creation and review for that group. He recently 
joined the Scientific Advisory Board of the NIH Undiagnosed Diseases Project. He is boarded in clinical informatics and is a 
member of the AMIA genomics and translational bioinformatics workgroup and was Geisinger’s representative to the 
Clinical Decision Support Consortium.  He was elected a fellow of the American College of Medical Informatics in 2016. Dr. 
Williams has authored over 130 articles on a variety of topics including the economic evaluation and value of genetic 
services, implementation of genomic medicine and the use of informatics to facilitate genomic medicine.  
 
Sara Zoran, MS, CGC.  Sara Zoran is a clinical genetic counselor at the Waisman Center General and Pediatric Genetics 
Clinics and the Genetic Systems Integration Hub Coordinator.  She graduated from UW Madison Genetic Counseling 
Training Program in 2016.  Ms. Zoran also received an undergraduate degree in Genetics and a Master’s degree in 
Endocrinology & Reproductive Physiology from UW Madison.  She has worked in basic research, academia and as a high 
school Special Education Educational Assistant.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Planning Committee 
Anne Bradford Harris, PhD, MPH 
Lori Haymon, MS, JD, CGC  
Casey Reiser, MS, CGC  
Christie Turcott, MS, CGC  
Sara Zoran, MS, CGC  
 
Target Audience 
This activity is intended for physicians, fellows/residents, physician assistants, nurses, genetic counselors, geneticists, lab 
technicians, and other allied health care professionals. 
 
Location 
Friends of the Waisman Center Auditorium , S107 Waisman Center, UW Madison, 1500 Highland Avenue, Madison, WI 53705. 
 
Registration  
Registration is required for all participants.  Please complete and return your registration form by September 8, 2017.  There 
is no registration fee for this event.  However, genetic counselors wishing to claim ABGC accredited CEUs will need to pay a 
$25 fee for this credit on the day of the event.  This conference includes lunch.  Meal functions are intended for conference 
participants only.  Register online: https://uwmadison.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bm9IGscSpf1B2OF 
 
ABGC Accredited Category 1 CEU Credit 
A total of 0.5 Category 1 Continuing Education Units (CEUs) is pending approval from the National Society of Genetic 
Counselors (NSGC).  If approved, there is a $25/participant, nonrefundable CEU fee payable to NSGC for the filing and 
awarding of CEU certificates.  Genetic counselors who wish to receive CEUs must complete the printed evaluation form 
available at the check-in table. A general conference evaluation form will be sent via email to all attendees following the 
conference. 
 
Faculty Disclosure 
All those in a position to influence the content of this activity are required to disclose financial relationships with any 
commercial interests related to the subject matter of this activity.  Such disclosures will be made available on the day of the 
activity so that participants may formulate their own judgements regarding the presentations. 
 
Financial Support 
Funding for this conference is supported by the Maternal and Child Health Title V Services Block Grant, Maternal & Child 
Health Bureau, Health Resources and Service Administration, and US Department of Health and Human Services. Additional 
support has been provided by the UW Department of Pediatrics, UW Foundation Friends, and the Waisman Center. 
 
Cancellation Policy 
The conference reserves the right to cancel due to insufficient enrollment.  In case of cancellation due to insufficient 
enrollment or inclement weather, registration fees will be refunded in full.  To cancel, email zoran@wisc.edu or call 
608.262.0182. 
 
Parking 
A limited number of full-day parking permits are available on a first come, first served basis.  Permits must be requested in 
advance with your registration and will be mailed to the address you provide. The Waisman Center is an approximately 10 
minute walk from the parking locations 
 
Attire 
Business casual attire is appropriate for this conference.   
 
Electronic Devices 
As a courtesy to conference attendees, we request that all electronic devices be silenced during educational sessions.  If you 
must use your cellphone, we request that you use the vibration mode and step outside the meeting room to talk so you do 
not disturb other attendees. 
 
Further Information 
Requests for further information should be directed to Sara Zoran, at zoran@wisc.edu or 608.262.0182. 
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